














"3-A-Z. 








INVESTIGATOR AND EXPOSITOR. 








“Nothing Extenuate, nor set down aught in malice,” yet our Country, Our whole Country 
and nething but our Country. 








VOLUME 1. 


TROY, OHIO, SEPTEMBER, 1840. 





NUMBER 146. 








SPEECH OF MK, OGLE, 
(CONTINUED. ) 


the day, at your looking glass at home, that it may 
be ready to assume any part in the farce, and that 


no glimpse of your real thonghts and feelings may | 


appear. You must study your gestures carefully 
at hoine, that in acting of the dav your countenance, 
person, and conversation my all correspond, and 
assist each other in keeping up your characters at 
the Court masquerade. 


_, *These are the elements of the courtier’s philoso- 
phy, in learning, which no man can be an apt scho- 
lar unless he first civests himself of all sense of 
shame, and, leaving his natural face at home, puts 
on a vizer, and weare it constantly, too. In the 
next place, get scent of the various cabals aud par- 
ties of the Court; but be not in a hurry to attach 
yourself toany of them tll you have duly reconnoi- 
tered and found out who is the King’s favorite, you 
have your cvE; mind to keep on the safe side of the 
vessel. If the King’s favorite be a downright fool, 
you must not seruple to flatter him, so long as he is 
in favor with the god of your idolatry. 


‘The. od himself, to neat aie require the 


pen tobe in THE PRESENCE, you mast exhib:t 
a face of apparently honest delight, as if you were 
transported wi'h the privilege of being so near the 
ROYAL PERSON. When once you have ob- 
served what he likes and dishkes, your business 
is done.” 


Erasmus proceeds to counsel his Court pupil ‘to 
pay more court to ENEMIES than friends, that he 
may turn their hearts, and bring them over to his 
side.” 

The archbishop, sir, was deeply read in the book 
of Courts; of human nature, and the world, and 
drew his picture “from tlie life.” Ard I appeal to 
the honorable gehtlemen wlio represent the ‘Pa!- 
metto State’ on this floor, to say whether the pre- 
sent incumbent of the palace is not the very char- 
aclet which Erasmus ironically counsels his stu- 
dent to become. Let those gentlemen reperuse 
the paragraphs which have just been read, ahd then 
let them burnish up their reminiscences of Gen. 
Jackson's adininistiation, and they cannot fail to 
call 16 mid the naine of his distinguished ‘Court 
favorite,’ whose will was omnipotent, even to the 
dissolativun of a cabinet—And they will aiso doubt- 
leas remember the smooth, nimble courtier, who 

“{nstead of mounting barbed steeds 

' To fright the souls of fearful adversaries,” 





‘capered the palace saloons; and, after he had 
his cur, roused the vengeance of ‘the god of 

‘] would have you every morning, before you go | 
to the LEVEE, practise, in making up your face for 


his (pretended) idolatry,’ against the then Vice Pre- 
sident of the United States, and then hied away 
‘10 carry party considerations, to urge party merits, 
and to solicit party favors at the foot of the British 
throne ;? and who has since that period, paid ‘more 
court to ENEMIES than friends, and thus turned their 
hearts and BR VGHT THEM OVER TO FIS SIDE.’ 

I have also heard some persons affirm, in regard 
to the ‘ante-room,’ that it had net a suilicient oum- 
berof chairs to accommodate the visiters there at 
times kept in waiting. lam satisfied, however, 
that the President cannot be aware of the fact, or 
he would have ordered for this room a dozen or two 
silk damasks or bamboo canes from the other apart- 
ments of the palace, from whence their removal 
would hardly have been recognized. 

Democratic Presidents, Mr. Chairman, some- 
times get tired of their furniture. Some change, 
perhaps, has taken place in the fashion, and then, 
forthwith, it becomes ‘old and decayec’ furniture, 
and they send it off to auction and sell it for a 
whistle. Atleast six different sales of ‘old,’ of 
unfashionable furniture have been held within the 
last seven years, viz: 


25th od , 36 98 

doe dg 8 
do 

do 200, 50 





3d do do 
Ist May, 1834, 








10:h March, 1885, _— do . 190, 00 
23d November, 1837, do 1,078 71 
: | $5,990 92 
Commissions and other expenses; 310 52 
Nett proceeds of sales, $5,680 40 


After all, sir, it may be better occasionally to 
dispose of the surplus furniture of the palace, oth- 
erwise its rich saloons would soon resemble ‘an 
auctioneer’s room at Bishopsgate, to which noble- 
men, impoverished by their vices order the furni- 
ture of their castles, for the purpose of ‘raising the 
wind.’ AS 

I sl.all not detain the committee, Mr, Chairman; 
by going over the same ‘eternai round’ of elegant 
and costly furniture with which the apariments on 
the second story of the palace abound. 1 must not 
however, omit to name the ostrich egg mantel ot- 
naments on silver stands, and the superb imperial 
and royal Wilton, Brussels and Saxon carpets; 
some of which, it is saidjare deep enough for a good 
locofoco democrat to bury his foot in, as he walks 





cverthem. Let me refer you, sir, to three or four 
| oarpet bills: 
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way, corner of Anthony street, 


98 vards Brussels body, a 18s, $220 50 
234 do do border a 18, 52 88 
99 do do body,a 18, 222 75 
23 do do border, a 18, 51 75 

3 Imperial Rogs, Indies’ room 
2 chambers, a $25, 75 00 
$622 88 


‘Correct as regards quantities. September 18, 
1837. Ep. Burke. 
‘Received payment, 
‘JOSEPH LOWE.’ 
‘Martin Van Buren, President U. S. bought of W. 
W. Chester & Co. 191-Broadway, 
1837, June 29, 1704 vards Saxony 





carpetiog,a $4, $682 

1 rug to match, 35 
July 31, 2 rugs, a 25, 50 
$767 

By remnants, say 1 yard, returned, 4 
$763 

20th Sept. 1837, Correct. Ep. Burke. 


Recieved payment of T’. L. Smith. 
W. W. CHESTER & Co, 
New York, June 7, 1837. 
Major Smith, for the President’s House, Washing- 
ton, bought of T. L. Chester 
4294 yards Brussels carpeting,a 17s 2d $912 16 
145% do 5-8 wide bordering do a 


17s 2d 257 43 





30% do do al7s2d 65 61 
17 do 4-4 ROYAL WILTON a 32s 2d 69 50 
244 do 7-8 do do a28s 85 75 
$1.390 45 
20th Sept. 1837. Correct. Ep. Burke. 


Received payment, 
T. L. CHESTER, per 

Wa. Henry Custer. 

New York, June 7, 1837. 
T. L. Smith, agent, bought of Webb & ‘Tenson, 
IMPORTERS of Carpeting, Floor Cloths, Hearth 

Rugs, &c. 177 Broadway. 

re 226 y’ds Wilton carpeting, a 24s $678 00 
974 do do a22, 267 44 
110 do Brussels do al7, 233 75 
1 hearth rug, 24 00 
1 do 28 00 
204 yards Brussels, 


Received payment, 
WEBB & TENSON. 
L have also before me, Mr. Chairman, other of- 
ficial vouchers, duly receipted, for the following 


New York, July 3, 1837. | carpeting, purchased for the President’s palace, 


| ney to reward the artisans of England, France, Bel- 








From Lewis Vernon & Co. 








(515 yards IMPERIAL WILTON, $1,545 00 
| 6 do IMPERIAL SAXONS, 214 50 
264 do 4-4 wide for stairs, 105 00 
Biue cloth for do 19 12 

107 do Brussels carpet and border, 214 00 
| 1 hearth rug to match, 25 00 
| 498 yards Brussels carpet and border, 1,958 25 
| 4 Imperial rugs, 68 00 
| Oil cloth, 1,200 00 
$8,499 68 


| Here, sir, we have the sum of $8,499 68 of the 
| People’s caeh paid by the ‘Retrenching Reformers’ 
for FOREIGN carpets and oil cloths to adora the 
palace. Now let me refer you tothe 24 section 
of the act of Congress, passed the 22d of May, 
1826. Itisin these words: 

‘That all the furniture purchased for the use of 
the President’s House shall be, as far as practica- 
ble, of AMERICAN OR DOMESTIC MANU.- 
FACTURE? 

Was it not ‘practicable’ to obtain AMERICAN 
or DOMESTIC carpeting ‘for the use of the Pre- 
sident’s House?* No gentleman dare affirm that. 
Then why did Mr. Van Buren violate the law, in 
purchasing FOREIGN carpets? Are there no 
carpets made in the United States of texture firm 
enough, and of colors sufficiently gaudy, to please 
the eye of a democratic President? Are AME- 
RICAN weavers, and dyers, and manufacturers, 
too dull and too stupid to make a decent Republi- 
can carpet? Is American wool too coarse or too 
fine—too long or too short, sir, that AMERICAN 
mechanics cannot form a carpet out of it gentee) 
enough for the feet of Martin Van Buren to soil?— 
Why does he prefer ROYAL AND IMPERIAL 
WIL'TONS to the fabrics of his own countrymen? 
Has he no American Patriotism to call to his aid 
and to shield American mechanics from this direct 
insult to their skill? Can he not appreciate the 
feelings of honest pride, that swell with delight 
the heart of every true born son of America, at be- 
holding the floors and walls in the saloons of an 
American President furnished with plain, substan- 
tial, American manufactures? Is this the policy 
that Mr. Van Buren proposes by which we are to 
protect domestic industry from foreign competition? 
Will he adopt the strange mode of conferring bene- 
fits on American artisans by transporting their mo- 





‘giumand Saxony? What wili the American wool 
grower say to his plan? How will the American 
weaver relish that? To correct and to punish this 


43 29 | outrage against American skill and American in- 
dustry,t rely with full confidence oo the friends and 
$1,274 48 | patrons of American manufacturers and mechanics, 
With your permission, Mr. Chairman, I will now 
again conduct you to the first story of the palace, 
|where we shall enter the great ‘Court Banqueting 
‘room,’ in which I can promise you a sight that will 
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prepared to receive the Court guests. In the first 
place, however, | must inform you that this table is 
not provided with those old and usfashionea ble dish- 
es, ‘hog and hominy,’ ‘fried meat and gravy,’ 
‘schnitz, knep, and sourcrout,’ with a mug of ‘hard 
cider.’ No,sir,no, All these substantial prepar- 
ations are looked upon by gourmands, French cooks, 
and locofoco President’s as exceedingly vulgar, and 
fit only to set before ‘Bank Whigs, and men (as 
the Globe eloquently expresses it) ‘who adopt the 
maxims and principles of copBLeRs and TINKERSs.’ 
But the true orthodox, democratic viands, with 
which a genuine locofoco furnishes his dinner table, 
consist in massive gold plate and French sterling 
silver services, blue and gold French tambours, 
compotiers on feet, stands for bonbons, with three 
stages, gilded French plateaus, garnished with mir-| 
rors and garlands, and gaudy artificial flowers.— 
During the apostolic days, the saints were com-. 
manded to ‘eat what was set before them, asking. 
no questions’ —but if any good Christian man should, | 
by mistake, find his way to a table thus furnished, 
and should incline to obey the precept according 
to its letter, he would certainly have hard fare of it. 
He might perhaps sustain famishing humanity by 
browsing on artificial flowers and wreaths, or, per- 
adventure, by touching with the tongue the saccha- 
rine compotiers and bonbons, somewhat after the 
manner of the very commendable usage said to 
have prevailed at an early day among the inhabi- | 





tants of Kinderhook, of suspending by a cord a, 


large lump of sdgar immediately over the centre of 
the table, so that it might swing round to the guests | 
alternately. Albeit, sir, there is no food for the, 
palate placed upon this locofoco’s table, there isa feast 
of gold for the eye that would have satiated King 





AND EXPOSITOR 


But | will exhibit to the committee the various 
bils which form the aggregate of $11,191 32 for 
the table service of the democratic President. 

I will, in the first place, bring to the notice of 
the committee the bill for the French steriine 
SILVER PLATE aod GLLT DESSERT SET, bought from a 
LUSSIAN NOBLEMAN, DE M. te Genera. Baron vk 
Tuvie, resideat Minister of his Masesry the Ex- 
Perorg oF Rvssta at Lisbon, for the sum of four 
thousand three hundred end eight dollars and eigh- 
ty two cents. 

The silver plate consists of sour TUREENS, SAUCE 
BOATS, PLATES, diverses grandeurs, BYTTLE STANDS, 
soup LADLEs, &c. &c. Kc. three hundred and 
thirty-eight preces. 

‘The gilt dessert set is composed of TABLE SPOONS, 
SWERT MEAT SPOONS, TEA OR COFFEE SPOONS,KBIVES, 
rorks, &c. &c. one hundred and forty pieces. 

The following receipts are endorsed on the bill 
for the silver plate and gilt service: 

‘Received, June 29, 1833, four thousand three 
huncred and eight dollars eighty-two cents, being 
in full for the within service of plate. 

GEO. W. SOUTH,’ 

‘I certify that I have received into the President's 
House all the articles contained in the within ser- 
vice, and they are intended for the use of the Presi- 
dent’s Louse. 

‘Washington, July 1, 1833. 

J. BOULANGER.’ 

It may be proper to remark that pure gold is 
generally considered too ductile and soft to mauu- 
facture into knives, forks,and other utensils, which 
require some degrev of firmness or want of pliabil- 
itv. The gilt or gold service, therefore, used in 
the palaces of kings and at the castles of wealthy 
noblemen in Europe, is composed of a slight sub- 
stratum of silver, thickly plated or overlaid with 





Midas himself, And although the wood of several | pure gold, And hence, I presume, the gilt service 
large forests was not cut down to dress the victuals | of the President was manufactured afier the same 
for this Tamerlane banquet, yet it required the enor-, manner. No honest democrat, however, by taking 
mous sum of ELEVEN THOUSAND ONE HUN.- | up the various articles of which it consists, would 
DRED AND NINETY-ONE DOLLARS AND. be led to doubt a moment that they are made of 
THIRTY-TWO CENTS OF THE PEOPLE'S gold, without any alloy. ‘They may be pure gold, 
CASH TO BUY THE TABLE ‘FURNITURE,’ though I am inclined to believe otherwise, inas- 
You seem amazed, Mr. Chairman. Do not be-| much as they were procured from one of the great 
lieve that I speak not the ‘words of truth and sober- | nobles of the Rusian Empire. 
ness.’ [ have now in my hands, sir, the ‘oflicial) Mr. Chairman,in my opinion, it is time the Peo- 
vouchers,’ which show the expenditure of every | ple of the United States should know that their 
dollar of that large sum, and that the whole amount! money goes to buy for their plain hard-handed dem- 
thereof, with the exception of $1,125, was expen-  ocratic President, knives, forks, and spoons of gold, 
ded since the days of the plain, frugal, economical. that he may dine ia the style of the Monarchs of 
republican, retrenching reformation of Jackson and Europe. [Mr. Wappy Tuompson. No wonder. 
Van Buren commenced. And I here, in my place, This, you know, isa gold and silver Administra- 
demand, in the name of my constituents, that the tion.] The fact, however, is impudently denied not 
Committee on the Expenditures on the Public’ only by Mr. Van Buren’s ‘organ,’ the Globe, but 
Buildings make a report to this House, and com-) by all the Locofoco papers throughout the country. 
municate copies, not only of the vouchers on this, When acertain lawyer, in Columbus, Ohio, told a 
subject, but all the vouchers in relation to expen- farmer in his neighborhood that the President had 
ditures for the President’s Louse, furniture, and a dinner service of gold, the Locofoco paper pub- 
grounds; that they may be all spread before the) lished in that piace, called the ‘Ohio Statesman,’ 
People in an ‘official form.’ ‘This everlasting leak-| made so fierce an attack upon him, that the poor 
age from the People’s strong box must be stenched.| man was frightened and actually retracted the 
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statement—ihough it§was as true as preaching.— 

The editor of that journal, after thus obtaining a | 
triumph over truth, proceedes in one of his late pa. 
| ors io make the ‘amende honora>le.” Please, sir, 
to notice the cool audacity of the fellow: 

*A week or two since, we alluded in our paper 
toa Whig attorney of this city, that should have 
attempted to impose on an eld farmer, by telling 
him that Mr. Van Buren eat off of gold plates, and 
used a gold knife and fork. We felt indignant that 
any one whom we held in high estimation, person- 
ally, should have descended to such a mode of elec- 
tioneering, NOT THAT AN¥ ONE WOULD BELIEVE IT, 
but. that any one sould resort to such acts. We 
were, liowever, gratified by learning froin the gen- 
tleman implicated that he was misunderstood and of 
course we did him injustice, and it gives us pleasure 


- % 





Mr. Chairman, don’t you think that one of your 
plain republican ‘Suckers’ would feel ‘kinder queer 
like’ to be placed at the President’s table, before 
these democratic ‘Tamb urs with three stages,’ 
and ‘Compotiers on feet?” Why, sir, he would al- 
most imagine that he had suddenly been translated 
to the salle a festin en maison royale of Louis Phil- 
ippe, King of the French. I have no doubt that 
some of my constituents would much rather face the 
grizzly bear, on the Appalachian mountains, than 
sit down before these “‘l'‘ambours with thee stages,” 
and ‘Compotiers on fee',’ for five consecutive hours 
—the period usually required by Kings and demo- 
cratic Presidents to masticate 4 state dinner. 


The next piece of democratic ‘furniture’ on the 
President’s table to which | would invite your very 
particular attention is to ‘Sourtout,’ or brouzed gil- 








to be thus able publicly tosayso. We should have | ged Plateau, a large ornamented or pictured tray, 
made this statement earlier, but we were anxious which stands on the centre of the table. ‘The Pla- 


i> see all parties before we did 80.” teau, with the richly-gilded baskets, tripods, and 

Now, sir, | would advise this Whig lawyer not to Etruscan vases which accompany it, cost in Paris 
be quite 80 timid hereafter as to retract state- 6,000 francs, or $1,125; end is the only peice of 
menis based upon substantial facts. And I would table ‘furniture? which has not been purchased 


further counsel hiw to visit the farmer with whom. since the days of retrenchment and reform. Some 
be held the conversation about the gold knives and (yur or five months afier Mr. Van Buren took pos- 
forks of the President, and teli him the whole truth session of the palace, he paid seventy-five dollars 


in relation to that matter; for I can essure this hon- | of the People’s cash to Mr. Zachariah Nicholas for 


est Whig lawyer that the gold service story is & dressing up the Plateau, and it now looks quite 
hundred fold worse thaa he had any conception of. new. It is composed of seven parte, measures thir- 


I do not know that the rich gold and silver service is teen feet six inches in length and two feet in width, 
shown on all occasions; probably it is only when and is ornamented with mirrors. It is also hand- 


the elite are invited. But let any gentleman go gomely carved and gilded, with wreaths of fruits and 
to the palace when our now well-beloved cousin vines; also with figures representing Bacchus and 


from South Caroliva, whom the ‘official organ’? Bacchantes, and pedestals opon which there are 
fortnerly delighted to call John Catiline Calhoun, sixteen figures holding crowns to receive the lights, 
is at the banquet, and then the gold service in all its andsixteencupstochange thematpleasure. Accom- 
democratic lustre will be presented to his admiring panying the Plateau are two Etruscan Vases, gilded 
eyes! O!sir, how delightful it must be toa real and garnished with flowers; also, two richly- gilded 
genuine locofoco to eat his date de foie gras, din- tripods, copied from antiqne patterns; also, three 
de desosse, and salade a la volaile from a siLvER paskets, richly gilded, each with three figures upon 


PLATE with &@ GOLDEN KNIFE AND FORK. And how 4 round stand, embellished with ivy and and lyre- 
exquisite to sip with & GoLDEN sPooN his soupe au formed leaves, for six lights each, ornamented with 
Reine from asitverR TuReEN. It almost ‘makes fowers, 
my mouth water’ to talk about it. 

I will in the next place call the attention of the) | It does appear to me, sir, that the Plateau, with 
committee to the bill for the splendid French China it8 fine mirrors, in which the honest, hard-handed 
for dinner service, and the elegant dessert set of locofoco democrats can look at themselves, almost 
blue and gold, with engle; all mapz To orvER in €very Moment, during the formal progress of a 
France, and imported by Lewis Veron & Co., cel- | CoUrt banquet, would be regarded even by a bank 
ebrated deaiers in Fancy China, &c. Philade!phia. | whig asa pretty formidable article of dinner fur- 

The set of French China for dinner service has ®!!ure. 


four hundred and forty pieces, consisting of olive; Having disposed of zhe pictured tray, Mr. Chair- 


boats, octagon salad bowls, pickel shells, lorg fish | man, 1 will direct your attention for a few minutes 
dishes, &c. &c. and cost one thousand dollars. tothe magnificent set of Table Glass, coutained in 


The Dessert Set, blue and gold, with eagle, com- | three several bills. ‘The first bill is for Champagne 


posed of four hundred and twelve pieces, including 
six stands for Bonbons, with three stages; eight 
Tamboure, with three stages; twelve Sweetmeat 
Compotiers, on feet; eight Compotiers, on feet; six 
large Fruit baskets, on feet; four Ice-cream Vases 
and Covers, with ioside Bowls; five dozen Greek- 
form Cups and Saucers, &c, &c. cost one thousand 





five hundred dollars. 





Glasses, Clarets, Goblets, Cordials, Water Bottles, 
&c. bought from Messrs. Lewis Veron & Co. for 
nine hundred and twenty-four dollars, The second 
bill is for richest cut Tumblers, cut Centre Bowls 
and Stands, cut Floatiog Island Dishes, cut Pitch- 
ers, &c., purchased from Bakewell & Co. for four- 
teen hundred and fifly-one dollars and seventy-five 
cents. The third bill I will give you entire. 
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New Yorks, June 8, 1837. 
Col. T. L. Smith for sundry articles for 

President’s House. 

Bought of James P. Drummond, No. 47 Maiden 
Lane, between William and Nassau streets, Iupor- 
TER of and dealer in China, Glass and Eartheaware 
wholesale and retail— 

6 quart and 12 pint, all flute, Decanters, 
cone stoppers, birrel shape, $20 


$84 00 








9 dozen Glaret Wines, cut pillar stem, $7 42 00 

6 do GREEN FINGER CUPS, $38 22 00 

6 do CUT WINE COOLERS, $9 54 00 

2 do cut Champs, $9 18 00 

18 piot Water Bottles, flint and flint 20 00 

2 Casks 75 

240 75 

Bottles returned 20 00 

Duplicate $220 75 
Received payment. JAS. P. DRUMMOND.’ 


Mr. Chairman, these three bills for table glass 
make together, the clever sum of $2, 596 50—an 
amount, [should suppose, sufficiently large to pur- 
chase the most democratic set of table glass in 
America. What, sir, will the honest locofoco say 


to Mr. Van Buren for spending the People’s cash} 


in FOREIGN Fanny KemBLe GREEN FiNGER CUPS, in 
which to wash his pretty tapering, soft, white, lily 
fingers, after dining on fricandeau de veau and 
omeletie souffle? How will the friends of temper- 
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‘even above their rank and means of support. 
will give you an instance or two, Mr. F. P. Blair, 
‘the humble editor of Martin Van Buren’s ‘official 


organ,’ came to this city some ten years ago a plain, 
simple republican in bis manners aod style of living 
having been brought up and educated withall the 
domestic ard economical maxims of the hardy and 
frugal Western country. For some years after his 
arrival, he was content to dwell in a comfortable 
house of fifteen feet front, furnished in a plain sub- 
stantial way; but, behold the cherm of Executive 
manners! tlow altered the man! Ile now aims 
at rivalling all the foreign Ministers and heads of 
the great Departments of the Government in the 
splendor of his spacious mansion, in the profusion 
‘of his table, andin every indulgence which aa emp- 


ty vanity can covet. Ile, too,gives brilliant enter- 


_tainments to the members of Congress and great 
officers of state, in imitation of the sumptuous 
Court bauquets at the palace. On these occa- 
sions, as | have been credibly informed, for the pur- 
pose of producing a more dazzling effect on the 
vision of his locofoco brethren, he actually hires 
rich chandeliers and oiher showy democratic orna- 
ments at a charge of ten per ceut. on the prime 
cost,ata splendid china, plate, and glass fancy 
store on Pennsylvania avenue. But Ido not feel 
disposed to interfere with or molest the editor of 
| the Globe in his enjoyment of noble mansions, lux- 
urious banquets, borrowed lights, and every other 
| external advantage which causes ‘little man to 





ance—the real tetotallers—relish the foreing ‘cut swell in'ofancied importance,’ inasmuch as he en- 
wine coolers’ and the ‘batrel-shape flute decanters | joys all those advantages, so far as I know, at his 
with cone stoppers?’ own expense. Were it not for the public function 


I will now, sir, present you witha receipt for 
another ornament found on Mr. Van Buren’s dinner | 
table, that ¢ells much, very much, sir, in regard to | 
the true character of his democracy : 

‘Received, Baltimore, 14th November, 1837, of | 
T. L. Smith, Esq one hundred dollars, in full for a) 
set of ARTIF:.CIAL FLOWERS FOR THE 
PRESIDENT’S TABLE. 

£100 dollars. JOHN THOMAS, 

I am willing to concede that the expenditure of 
$100 is, in itself, a very small matter. The ques- 
tion, however, is not how much cash was paid by 
Mr. Van Buren for the bunch of artificial flowers 
which decorates his table, but whether the Peo- 
ple’s money shall be expended for such aristocrat- 
ic French finery? and whether Mr. Van Buren, 
who has been raised to the most exalted station on 
the earth, and whose example upon society must 
necessarily have a most powerful and extensive in- 
fluence, shall, by the introduction of foreign gew- 
gaws into the house of the American People, con- 
tribute to corrupt the plain, unostentatious, and re- 
publican manners of our people, by creating vain 
desires for external show and for foolish displays of 
splendor, which are not congenial to our frugal 
habits? The influence of this example has already 
had a most injurious tendency within the District of 
Columbia, where many men are now found vying 
with each other to make a splendid appearance, | 





| of Government Priuter that this man has been 


clothed with, he would be almost too scant a pat- 
tern to notice—for Martin Van Buren manages 
him as a showman does his puppet, and he runs or 
walks, leaps or jumps, as he is| directed. And I 
must here be permitted to say that we ought not to 
touch any of the small fry of the shoals until 
we have done with the sharks and crocodiles. Cu- 
riosity may perhaps invite the philosopher to ex 
amine the gnats and the mosquitos, but not uotil 
afier the tigers and the hyenas lave undergone an 
analysis. I will therefore not say any thing more 
of Francis P. Blair, but let him lay upon the shelf 
for the present; and when Tommy Thumb will af- 
ford amusement, we willtake him. I will just re- 
inark, however, that whenever my constituents ask 
me what sort of man Blair is, rack it, Ltell them 
of the story of the Irishman who went to see his 
neighbor, aod being asked by his neighbor's wife 
how are they coming on at home, replied, ‘the 
gray mare had a colt yesterday.’ What kind? was 
the inquiry. Ob! by the powers, it is a born beau- 
ty. And I tell my constituents, if they cannot 
imagine how beautiful Biair is, he is just that kind 
of man that, if you tie his hands behind his back, 
he will take a deeper bite into a melon than any 
man that leversaw. And if they are not satisfied 
then, | tell them that there isan old woman in Boe- 
ton who would make him an excellent wife ;for she is 
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so ugly thet every morning shehasto drink a quart |I ask you, how would a plain,frank, intelligent, re- 
of saffron tea to prevent its striking inward and kil- | publican farmer feel—how would he look, if he 
ling her. ‘That is all Ihave to say on the present | were canght at atable like that? Why, sir, he 
about this great exemplar of locofico beauty. would feel as if he knew that that was nvt exactly 
Another instance of the deleterious influence of | the place for him; and he would look ‘unutterable 
palace manners upon plain, republican habits is| things.” And no wonder; forl am informed that 
presented in the person of Mr. Kendall, at the | even Members of Congress, have, on some occa- 
head of the Post Office Department. He, too, af.- sions, been so duzzled with the pomp and pagean- 
ter lagging nearly halfa century in the walks of | try and brilliant display ofa court dinner, that they 
humble and urostentatious poverty, and after look- | could ‘scarcely eat or speak for half an hour 
ing up with awe to personages greatly his superior | after they had takeo their seat at the Presi- 
in rank and riches, though not in talents,now begins | dential board.” And, verily, afier they hadin a 
to love equ ‘page and fine garments, to study grace- | good measure recovered the use of their faculties 
ful attitudes, and to vie with Blair in the magoifi- | they were greatly perplexed to ascertain what dish- 
scence of his sorrees. And ise, too, like Blair, || es miylt be called for, there being no food what- 
have beentold, hires at another rich establishment | ever on the table, and no ‘bill of fare’ immedialy 
on the avenue most cost!y democratic garniture, | at hand to designate the character or nomenclature 
with which to deck his shining saloons on those | of the various viands upon which the palace guests 
great oecasions. He has, as is believed, by this| were tobanquet. ‘The latter embarressment, how- 
foolish vanity, although in the annual receipt of six | ever, was soon removed by the butler announcing— 
thousand dollars in gold and silver, squandered and | ‘For the first course.—Potage au tortue, Potage a 
gossiped away the whole of it, and is now almost | la Juli ennet, at Potage aux pois. 
obliged to subsist upon the contributions of his de-| Second course.—Saumon, sauce d’anchois, Bass | 
mocratic friends. 1 feel grieved that the parade of | pique a la Chambore. " 
show of palace manners have had so much influ-| Third course—Supreme de volaille en bordure 
enee over the mind of M1. Kendall, because his |a la galee, Filet de boeuf pique au vin de Cham- 
soul is certainly crammed with more ardent, more | pagne, Pale chaud a la Toulouse. 
scorching, blazing, burning, fiery love for the dear | Fourth course.—Sualade d’homard monie, Filets 
people, than the souls of all the other patriots, by | mignons de mouton en chevreuil, Cerveau de veau, 4 
profession, in America. Indeed, his arracuMeNrT | au supreme, Pigeons a la royal aux champignons. 
tothe dear People or their casn,is of so vigorousa| Fifth course-—Becassines, Canard sauvages, 
character that it will sooner or later, burn into cin- | Poulet de Guinee piquee. 
der the little remaining flesh on his skeleton.— | Patisserie. —Charlotte russe au citron, Biscuit a ¥ 
And he must eventually, fall a victim to his noble | la vanille decore Coupe garnie de gelee d’orange 
passion for the dear people’s cash, uuless he can | en quartiers, Gelee au marasquin Gelee au Cham- 


find relief in the ‘exciiement of composition.’ pague rose, Blanc mange, Sultane, Nouga, Petits 
But let us return,Mr. Chairman, to the table fur. | gateaux varies. 


niture of the President. ‘The remaining bill,which| Dessert.—Fruits, et glace en pyramide, et en 
makes up the sum of $11,191 32, before mention | petits moules, Toste u’anchois, Cafe et liqueur. 
ed, consists of various articles of cutlery, brought} Followed by Sauterne, Hock, Champagne, Cla- 
from Messrs. Lewis Veron & Co., for $568; a-| ret, Port Burgundy, Sherry, and Madeira, ‘choicest 
mongst which, are table knives plated on steel, sil- | brands.’ 
ver ferule, and transparent ivory handles, $300.-— I shall not, Mr. Chairman, further tresspass on 
Dessert set to match, guard carvers, &c. &c. the time of the committee by dwelling longer on 
, And now, sir, having completed my enumeration | the great Court Feasts which are statedly held in 
of the table furniture, we may, for a moment imag- | the Palace Banqueting room; but proceed to the 
inge the elite of the court, (in their brightest gay-| perfurmance of the task which I have more imme- 
est costumes,) embracing foreign ambassadors, all | diately before me. Besides the table ‘furniture,’ 
the great officers of State,major and brigadier gener- | which, as before remarked, cost $11,191 32, the 
als of the standing army, commodores and comman- | Court Banqueting room possesses a great variety of 
cants ofsquadrons1h the navy,and includingthe Vice | very rich and valuable furniture, such as_ mirrors, 
President, the honorable speaker of the Ilouse | mahogany sideboards, mahogany chairs,guilt corni- 
of Representatives, with the Chairman of the re-| ces, window curtains, bronze bowl lambs, antique 
spective Committees of Foreign Relations and | patierns, gilded, carved, and garnished with stars 
Foreign Affairs, and a very select few of the most | and swan-necks, mantel ornaments, Brussels car- 
distinguished members of both Houses of Congress, | pets, butler’s stools, &c. &c. Indeed, there is 
all seated before this sumptuous array of gold and | scarcely any thing wanting to make the Court Ban- 
silver ware, blue and gold French China, compo-| queting room resemble in its style and magnifi- 
tiers on feet, and taubours elevated with three | cence the banqueting halls of the Orientalimonarchs, 
stages, richest cut glass, for use or ornament, pla-| but the erection of a canopy of peacok’s feathers 
teau with its splendid mirrors, fine gilding, carving | over the chair of the President, and a small amphi- 
wreaths, garlands, fruits, and vines, and with its | theatre (for which there are abundant space) cover- 
sixteen figures presenting crowns beariug lights.-— ed with brockade and Persian carpets, and furnish- 
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ed with seats for the music, and places for the buf- | 


foons and jesters to show their skill. 

I will next call our attention, Mr Chairman, to 
a schedule, which I have prepared from the ‘official 
vouchers’ on my desk of some other articles of de- 
mocratic furnuure, with the price paid for them.— 


‘Thuse articles consist of enormous mirrors,|ooking- 
glasses, chandeliers, bracket lights, astral and oth- | 


er lamps, and candiesticks;all of which have been 
purchased scince the pure, plain, simple, frugal, 
economical, republican days of retrenchment and 
reform commenced. I will read the schedule: 
Articles bought from Messrs. Lewis Veron & Co. 
4 Martel glasses, nch gilt frames, 
French plates, 100 by 58 inches $2,000 00 
4 Pier Looking.glasses, in rich gilt 


frames, 108 by 54 iaches 2,400 00 
2 Mirrors for Green room 700 00 
2 Mirrors for Dining room 700 00 
Reframing 2 looking-glasses 100 00 
3 Chandeliers for the East Room 3,300 00 
3 eighteen light cut-glass Chande- 
. liers 1,800 00 
3 sets heavy bronzed Chairs and 
Rockers for do 75 00 
4 pairs two-light Mantel Lamps, with 
drops 356 00 
A 8 five-light Bracket Lights, bronzed 
and gilt 300 00 
4 Pier Table Lamps 180 00 
2 three-light Lamps for Esst Room 150 00 
1 two-light Lamp for the Upper 
a Hall 57 50 
2 three-light Lamps for the Lower 
Hall 150 00 
4 Astral Lamps on pier tables 100 00° 
1 four-light Hal! Lamp 100 00 
1 pair Bracket Lighis 69 00 
J three-light Centre Lamp, suppor- 
ted by female figure 65 00 
2 Astral Lamps for round tables 65 00 
2 pairs plated Candlesticks and bran 
ches 85 00 
2 do Chamber Candlesticks 18 00 
6 do do do 57 00 
9 do Table do 76 50 
18 extra cut Lamb Glasses 26 00 
4 French Bracket Lights for East 
Room 300 OV 
1 pair Mantel Lamps for Audience 
Room 20 00 





All purchased from L. Veron & Co. $13,241 00 
boom from Campbell & Coyle, 3 


all Chandeliers 150 00 
Bought from Campbell & Brothers, 
l ectagon Hall Lamp 14 00 





$15,405 00 

What will the piain, republican farmers of the 

. country say when they discover that our econorni- 
_ cal reformers have expended $13,405 of the Peo- 
= ple’s cash for looking-glasses, lamps, and canule- 
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sticks? What would the frugal and honest ‘Hoe. 
siers’ think were they to behold a democratic 
peacock, in full court costume, strutting by the 
hour before golden-framed mirtors, NINE Feet HIGH 
aod FOUR FEET AND A HALF Wipe? Why, sir, 
were Mr. Van Buren to dash into the palace on the 
back of his ‘Roanoke’ race horse, he could gaze at 
and admire the hoofs of his charger and his own 
“crowo at the same instant or time, in one of those 
splendid mirrors. Mr. Chairman, there is much 
tenth and sound philosophy in Poor Richard's ad- 
‘vice: 
| “Early to bed, and early to rise. 
Makes a man healthy, wealthy, and wise.” 
But itis clear that our new economists have little 
faith in early rising, else they would not have Jaid 
out $7,500 of the people’s cash in lamps and can- 
diesticks. The court fashion of ‘sleeping on the 
| day and waking on the night’ results in the keep- 
ing of the palace doors closed, save to persons en- 
titled to the entree, until ten o’clock A.M. It was 
buta few days ago that an honest countryman, on 
his way to the fish landings, after breakfast having 
‘some curiosity to behold the magnificent ‘East 
Room,’ with its gorgeous drapery and brilliant mir- 
rors,rang the bell atthe great entrance door of the 
palace,and forthwith,the spruce English porter in at- 
tendance came to the door,and seeing that only‘one 
of the people’ ton foot,’ was there,slainmed it in bis 
face, after saying, *You had betier come at seven 
o'clock; the President's rooms are not open for vis- 
‘iters till ten in the morning.” Whereupon the 
plain farmer torned on his heel, with this cutting 
rebuke: ‘I’m thinking the President’s house will 
be open BEFORE DAY on the 4th of March next for 
Every-body; fur O_o Trp isa mighty early riser 
and was never vet caught napping—aud does'nt 
allow serfs tobe insolent to freemen.’ And, sir, 
I may add, in confirmation of this honest country- 
man’s belief in Old 'Tip’s early rising, that, within 
the last year, he has been heard, by some of his 
intimate friends, to remark that ‘his head had not 
been found upon his pillow at sunrise for the last 
| forty years.’ ‘To this his habit of early rising is 
_ perhaps, in a good degree, to be attributed the sal- 
vation of his brave army from the scalping knife 
and tomahawk of the Indian savage at the battle 
of Tippecanoe on the morning of the 7th Novem- 
ber, 1I8S11--for, on that occasion, ‘he arose at a 
quarter before 4 o'clock, aud sat by the fire, con- 
versing with the gentlemen of his family,who were 
reclining on their blankets, waiting for the signal, 
which ‘na few minutes would have been given 
for the troops to turn out. The orderly drum had 
already been roused for the reveille. At this mo- 
ment the attack commenced.’ ‘This custom of 
early rising, with the great ectivity and temperate 
habits of his past life, will also fully explain why 
he still enjoys such remarkable vigor in his ‘moral 
and phyisical energies’ since he has attained to the 
age of 67 years. But, sir, 1 will not indulge in 
this pleasing theme until I shall have finished my 


remarks on the regal splendor of the Presidential 
palace. 
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Among the ‘official vouchers’ before me, 1 find 27th May, 1837, ' $71 33 

One which testifies that Mr. Van Buren,during the | 2. From the 17th April, 1837, till 2d 

administration of General Jacksun, was sometimes June, 1837, $1,064 80 


disposed to gratify his love fur rich candlesticks, by 
acting as caterer for palace furniture: 
Voucher No. 6. 
‘Bought at auction for the use ofe th President's 
house, May 30,1831: 
*To chintz covered sofa, 


$60 00 
‘2 plated CANDLESTICKS, 


20 00 





$80 00 
‘Rec'd payment, June 7, 1831. M. VAN BUREN’? 

But | must present you, Mr, Chairman, with some 
other articles of ‘democratic furniture’ within the 
palace. What do you opine of the followirg spe- 
cimens—they were all purchased by tie plain re- 
publican reformers, from Messrs. L. Veron & Co.: 

2 sets of green tea trays, real gold leaves, 5 in 





each set, $70 00 
ORNAMENTAL RAYS over the door, 25 00 
7 dozen GILT STARs, 17 50 
4 pier tables with Italian slabs, 700 00 
1 round table, blue and gold slab, large, 135 00 | 
2 Do. do. do. 100 00° 


4 bronzed and steel fenders, ‘new style,’ 120 00, 
24 arm chairs and 4 s0fas, stuffed and cov- 

ered, mahogany work, entirely refin- 

ished, end cotton covers, 600 00 

Can you tell me, sir, in what age of the world it 
was that real genuine, plain, hard-handed locofocos 
first placed Golden Ruys over their doors, and be- 
decked their saloons wich golden stars? I think it 
was about the time of that great exemplar of locofoco 
democracy, Nebuchadnezzar. What do vou think, 
sir, of the democratic rosEwoon Piano Forte (voc- 
taves) at the palace, got in exchange for a mahog- 
any one, by paying two hundred dollars of the 
People’s cash for boot money? 

I will now direct the attention of the committee 
to another department of the President's revenues, 
which I consider nighly objectionable. I refer, sir, 
to the linens, towels, table-cloths, &c. bought with 
the People’s cash fur the use of the palace. In 
this department there appears to have been no 
bounds to extravagance. What will the head of 
any house-hold in America think of expending for 
such articles, at one store, within the short period 
of ten months, the sum of twenty-four hundred and 
sixty dollars and twenty-nine cents? ‘The bills for 
this expenditure on my desk are entirely too long 
to take up the time of the committee in reading 
them; but I havejprepared and will submit the fol- 
lowing abstract: 

Huckaback towels, Irish linens, Ticklenberg, Dam- 
ask diapers, table cloths, Irish sheeting, MARS 
QUILTS, flushing, green gauze, slip thread, spools 
cotton, tapes, and other dry goods, purchased for 
the use of the President’s house, at the store of 
Darius Clagett, Washington, from the 17th of March, 
1837, to the 19th January, 1838, $2,460 29 





Contained in three several bills, viz. 
1. Dated 15th March 1837, and paid 


To this account is appended the following order 
and receipt: 

‘June 23, 1837. Major Smith will please to pay 
the above account for articles purchased for the 
Presideni’s house. A. VAN BUREN.’ 

‘Received of Thomas L. Smith the wishin bill int 
full. June 24, 1837, R B NALLEY, 

For Darius Clagett.’ 

3. From 20:h July, 1837, till 19th January, 1838, 

$1,324 16 

$1888, Apri! 26; Received payment in (ull, thir- 

teen hundred aud twenty-four dollars and sixteen 
cents. D CLAGETT.?’ 

Endorsed: MAJOR VAN BUREN, at Presi- 
dent’s house.’ 

Will it not, sir, amaze the frugal housekeepers 
of the United States to learn that the President 
should have considered it necessary to replace or 
repair the stock of linens on haod and then in use 
atthe palace, by adding thereto the purchase of 
$2,460 29 in ten mouths? Why, sir, a plain, re- 
publican locofoco may almost be induced to believe 
that Mr. Van Buren, at that period, had some half 
dozen daughters, who had been made happy by 
good husbands, and that they were all about bein 
furnished with splendid outfits from the paternal 
mansion. ‘This subject is so well understood by 
the country that I shall not longer dwell upon it. 
I will, however, remark, that it appears from the 
vouchers last presented, as well as from others now 
before me, that Mr. Abraham Van Buren; one of 
the sons of the President, was frequently engaged 
in purchasing supplies of ‘furniture’ for the palace: 
Somp articles of palace furniture have been procu- 
red through Mr. Noland and others; but the princi- 
pal agent, apointed by the President totake chargé 
over this branch of the public service was T. L. 
Smith, Esq. as the following ‘official voucher’ will 
abundantly mavifest. Voucher No. 32;in abstract 
No. |. 

‘Tomy expenses in making purchases 
for the President’s House $262 63 
‘December 12, 1837. T.L.SMItH.’ 

I will, in the next place, favor the committee 
with some real curiosities. Sir, the farmers, me- 
chanics, and laborers of the country will look at the 
‘official vouchers’ which [ shall next offer for your 
examination with a far deeper intérest than they 
would behold a ‘grand review’ of Mr. Van Buren’s 
Ist regiment of ‘bloodhounds,’ now winning glory 
and renown in the Florida service. 

Washington, March 5, 1838, 

The United States, Dr. to Thos. Lamb—for the 

use of the President’s House. 

Sept. 20, 1837, 34 table knives ground $1 378 

2 new table knife blades 75 
2 cook’s koife blades 2 50 





4 623 
July 7, 1838,— Received payment, 


THOMAS LAMB.’ 











Ee 





‘The President's House To Robt. Keyworth, Dr. | 


Sept. 13,1837- To3a feet of silver chain 
and 1a feet of gilt, for 
repairing decanterlables 6 00 

To repairing 4 decanter 
lables and furnishing 
chain 





Received payment for Robt. Keyworth from T. 
L. Smith, Sept.25, 1837, P. SHOEMAKER’? 


‘United States, for the President’s House, 
To James Cuthbert, Dr. 
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8 50 


ler 1 25, 





$14 50 
Washington, July 8, 1838. Received payment, 


GLO. SAVAGE.’ 


‘President's House, To Ceorge Savage, Dr. 


2 50 1837. April 4. 2 Alicante mats, a $1 $2 00 
| 1 Manilla do 2 0u 

8 50. 4 hearth- brushes, a 75, 3 00 
1 bucket €2, 1 do 50, 112 
April 11. Lcovered market-basket, 1 50 

Juve 1. 1 churn, 1 25 

July 10.2 mats, 374, 75 

Aug. 29. 2 six hole bottle baskets,a 1, 2 00 

2 hair sifiera, a 374, 75 


'To making 34 dozen pairs sheets, at 374 


cents per pair 15 75 








Do 12 dozen pillow cases, at 64 $14 37 
cents each 9 00 | Washington, Sept. 27, 1837. Reo’d payment of 
To hemming 12 table cloths, at 25 cents | T’. L. Smith, GEO. SAVAGE,’ 
each 3 00) ‘Bartrimore, Serr, 2, 1837. 
Do 12 dozen glass cloths, at 50 Major T. L. Smith, on account of the President's 
cents per doz. 6 00, House, Bought of T. Palmer & Co. 
Do 12 dozen KITCHEN RUB.- | 2 sets fine steel tongsand shovel, $28 00 
BERS, at 50 ctsperdoz. 6 00 | 10 steel pokers, a $1, 10 00 
To making 6 dozen aprons, at 50 cents 1 pair tongs and shovel supports, 10 00 
per doz. 3 00 1 LIQUOR STAND, 25 00 
To tiemmino 6 dozen check dusters, at 374 | 1 set waiters, 17 50 
cts per doz. 2 25 sa 
Do 6 dozen knife cloths at 50 | $90 50 
cents per doz. 3 00 Received payment for T. Palmen & Co. 
Do 2 dozen STRAINING CLOTHS, at | J. SCHUTTE.’ 
50 cents per doz. 1 00 ‘The President’s Louse, to Chas. F. Bibler. 
Do 7 dozen chamber towels, at 50 To 1 knifeboard and brushes aud chamois 
cents per doz. 3 50! for the silver plate, 50 
Do 12 dozen table nspkins, at 50 | Received payment of T. L. Smith, 
cents per doz. 6 00 CHAS. F. BIHLER.’ 
Torepairing §& pairs sheets, at 25 cents ‘19th November, 1838. 
per pair 200, Charles Wood, for the President's House, 
| Bought of A. Mclatire, Auct. 
60 50 1 double chamber set, 323 
Received payment in full of T. L. Smith, Sept. | 1 single do 16 
7, 1837, JAS. CUTHBERT,’ | Packing and cartage, I 
‘President of the United States $10 


To Wm. M. McCauley, Dr, 


1837, June 8. To 2 tin buckets 2 00 | 
To MILK STRAINER and 
SKIMMER 
17. To chamber bucket 2 00 


20. To4 dozen tart pans, at 


624 cts per doz. 2 50 





7 124 


Received payment of T. L. Smith. 
WM. M. McCAULEY.’ 


1837. President’s House, To Geo. Savage, Dr. 
Oct. 1. Plate rarees $3, 2 Japanned trays 
1 


$4 50 
Nov. 8. Two cobweb brushes 2 50 


Dec. 6. Large Manilla mat, 2 25 
2. Large spigots, 1 00 
9. Three larding needles, a 25, 75 


1838. June 6. One oval tub 2 25. one kee- 





| 


| 
624 1837. March 11. 


| 





Received payment, A. McINTIRE, Auct.! 
‘United States,for the P: esident’s House, 
To Robert Keyworth, Dr. 
To toast-rack for Wm. Cuthbert, $6 
Received payment, R. KE YWORTHL.? 
‘William Cuthbert, for the President's table furni- 


ture, To P. Kinchy. 

1837. Dec. 14. 2 sugar vases, $6 00 
4 basements for thesame, 6 00 
4 artificial wreaths, 1 50 


July 7, 1838. Received payment for P. Kinchy, 
THOMAS WHELAN.’ 
‘President of the’United Sates, 


To Wm. M. MeCauley, Dr. 


9 50 | 1837. March 20. ‘To 24 gallon coffee-boiler, $2 25 


1 boiler and 2 do, pots,a 75, 2 25 

1 coffee-biggon, 1 50 

I certify the above to be correct. James Cuthbert. 
March 27, 1837. Rec’d the within account io fell, 


WM. M. McCAULER.' 
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‘Wasninoron, Nov. 4, 1837. 
Presideat of the Uniied Siates, 

Bought of Campbell & Coyle. 

1 plote-warmer, 
Coyle. GUSTIN RUSSELL.’ 

The United States, for President's House, 

To Samuel Rediern, Dr. 

1837. July 1. To i dozen brooms, $3 75 

& do hansdscrubs, 1 87 


1838. Aprill13. & do brooms, 1 87 





$7 50 
July 7. Rec'd payment, SAM REDFERN.’ 
‘President’s House, to E. M Linthincum. 


1637, March 16. To 2 B. M. coflve-pots, a 2 25, 


$4 50 
will without a murmur consent to be taxed with the 


2 doz. B. M. tablespoons 


al 37 2 75! 


1 do, ter spoons, 50 and 87 1 25' 


2 toasters, a (i2, 4 25 
1 steel, 50 | 
2 gimlete, 25) 


1 hammer, 40 and 50, 90) 





gll 52 
I certify the above to be correct. 
Rec’d paymentinfull, E.M.LINTHICUM? 
Mr. Chairman, these fifteen small bills which I 
have just read have been selected from several large 
bundies of others, because they afford a fair sample. 
of the kind of expenses that are daily incurred on 
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$10 50! 
April 19, 1838. Rec'd payment for Campvell & 
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the United States, and for HEMMING HIs STRALNER 
ras into the bargain. ‘The poor laborer, with bis 
fifty centsa day, has notonly to provide his own 
coffee pot and pawter spoons, but he 1s compelled 
to purchase a coffee-pot for the President, and pay 
for the spoons used by the President’s servants.— 
Avy, sir, he is taxed for the cost of gri ding the 
knives which the servai's in the President’s kitchen 
use in eating their victuals. ‘The President of the 


United Siates, in my opioion, should have had more 


pride of character than to charge the People with 
the price of his plate warmers, his toasters, his mar- 
ket buskete, iis tart pans, and larding needles to 
jstull his puddings and saucissons. Martin Van 
Buren must su, pose, forsvoth, that the farmers, 
mechanics, and laborers of the United States are 
so very stupid, or so very good-natured, that they 


price of his LIQUOR STAND, and for SILVER 
and GOLD CHAINS to hang labels around the 
necks of his ‘foreign barrel shapes flute decanters, 
with cone stoppers,’ (o apprize his sleek, prim court 
guests that he has introduced to the palace cellars 
‘Marcobruner Hock,’ ‘Batailly Claret,’ “Towers 
Port,’ ‘Romanee Burgundy, ‘Ravini’s Pale Gold 
Sherry,’ and ‘Red Seal, old, bottled Ei. I. Madeira.’ 
I bad thought that it was bad enough for the far- 
mers, mechanics, and laborers of the country to 
provide hay and pasturage for Mr, Van Buren’s 
race and carriage horses; to pay for the manure on 
his potato, celery, cauliflower, and asparagus beds; 





account of the palace establishment. And 1 must 
be permitted to say, that I cannot see the propriety 
er the justice of the President of the United States. 
in saddiing the Public with all the little disburse-| 
mente of his household. He receives an anoual 
salary of TWENTY-FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS, IN GOLD 
AND SILVER, Which gives him $68 50 per day, or 
81 fer each and every hour that passes during 
the four years of bis Presidential term. If he en- 
joys himself five hours ata state dinner, he rises 
from his feast $14 05 richer than when he sat 
dewn. If he sleep eight hours, he is sureto get up 
from his state bed $22 48 better off than before he 
closed his eyes. Neither does the amount of bis 
inrome depend upon good corps, good seasons, good 
farming, er good prices. On the contrary, whilst 
it is net diminished by any or all of these circumstan. 
ces, which so vitally affect the income of the far- 
mer, the President’s salary is in fact always enhan- 
ced in value, in proportion as the farmer, the me- 


to pay the hire of a British gardener to topdress his 
strawberry vines, cultivate his vegetables, and con- 
struct bouquets for his palace saloons; but, sir, to 
HEM his DISH RAGS, pay for his LARDING NEEDLES 
and LIQuok sTANDs 18 still worse. Ay, sir, worse, 
if possible, than filling the apartmeats in the House 
of the American People with royal and imperial 
Wiltons, foreign cut wine coolers, French bedsteads, 
and one hundred dollar ariificial flowers. It is 
worse, sir, becanse there is a degree of littleness 
in the thing which demonstrates as clearly aa if it 
were written in characters of living light, that the 
soul of Martin Van Buren is so very, very, very di- 
minutive, that it might fiad abundant space within 
the barrel of a milliner’s thimble to perform all the 
evolutions of the whirling pirouette avec chasse a 
suivant, according to the liberal gesticulations prae- 
tised by the most celebrated danseurs. 

If there was the least necessity fur taxing the 
People inthe manner { have mentioned, I know 





chanic, and the poor laborer suffer. I ask you, 
therefore, whether it is just and equal for the Pres- 
ident to charge the farmer, the mechanic, and the 


well they would bear the burden without grumbling; 
but, sir, there is oo intelligent man residing at the 
seat of Government who is not satisfied that Mr. 
Van Bureo lays up annually frem fifteen to twenty 


poor laborer with the cost of making his sheets, thousand dollars. Can you inform me, sir, what 
pillow-cases, and servan's’ aprons ~ wiih the pitiful) great expenses incumber his purse, which any other 
price paid for nEMMING, yes, HEMMING his kitchen! respectable gentleman who occupies a spacious 


| 


' 


rubbers, ot pisnh CLorus—straining cloths, or sTRain-| mansion in this city has net to meet? All the iadi- 
wr eaos? ‘The poor farmer has wot only to pur- | viduals at the bead of the various Departments of 
chase a churn, milk strainers, acd skimmers for his| the Government have to hire houses, stables, pas 
own family, but he is also taxed to pay for a churn,| turage, gardens, and gardeners; they have to pur- 
milk strainers, aud shisamere for le President of] chase household furniture, raise their own vegeta- 
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avon Daveliee Moas 
to Sens, Bouquet and Arabic, Cornthian Oil of Cream, 
in’ Loiluile de Rose, Hedyosmia, Cancentrated Per- 
carriages and equipege, on $6,000 per anoum.— sian Essence, and Extract of Eglantine, the latter 
There are but two items in the expenditures of the most charming pe: fume forthe assembly er 
the President which can exceed in amount the dis-| boudoir, imparting to the handkerchief an agreea- 
bursments for similar objects incurred by other re- ble, refreshing, aod lasting odor, aad ‘patronized by 
spectable householders 1a Washington. LT refer to his, her most Gracious Majesty Queen Vietora and her 
state dinnersand palace servants. In regard tothe Royal Hizhneses Dowager Queen Adelaide’—if, [ 
former, a pretty fuir estimate can soon be made.— | say, Mr. Vaa Buren sees fit to spead his cash 10 
He probably gives 25 state dinners during the long buying these and other perfuines and cosmetics fer 
sessions of Congress, and 15 at the short sessions his toilet, it can constitute no valid reason fer 
—being an average of 20 dinners annually, with) charging the farmere, laborers, and mechasics of 
40 guests foreach. If we allow $2 to each guest,) the couniry with bills for WRMMING HIS DISIC RAGS, 
the actual cost of a state dinner will be $SU. 20) FoR His LARDING NEEDLES, LIQUOR STANDS, 80d POR- 
state dinners would therefore require $1,600. The) 21GN cur WINE COOLERS. 





SS 


Bles, and buy hay for their cattle; and yet they Cologne, Triple Distiliee 8 
manage not only to get along comfortably, but 
hold brilliant soirees, and make quite a display 


—_——_—— 
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sum of $2 for each guest isa very liveral allow- 
ance, and within a few francs of the price paid by 
Louis Philippe, King of the French, the riches: 
monarch inthe world, to his purveyer, for providing 
the most sumptuous banquets at the Tuilleries and 
Fontainbleau. In relation to the number of palace 
serven's I shall not be rigid. 1 am willing to allow 
25. In tbat number | intend of course to include 
ll servants that may be empolyed without as well 
8 within the palace walls. I presume the fuliow- 
ing offices will suffice the President —1 charioteer, 
2 postillions, 4 fvoimen, 2 out-riders, 2 grooms, 4 
French cooks, 1 butler, 1 chief carver, 1 cup bearer, 


| have now, sir, arrived at the last class of ex- 
| peaditures tor the palace establishment, viz. ‘Alter- 
ations and Repairs.’ And in this department, after 
a thorough examination of the official vouchers, I 
am constrained to state that thore existe more ex- 
travagence, if not more downright profligacy, than 
in any other. Inthe distriet of couatry which | 
represent, a man is said to ‘repair’ his house if he 
patch the old roof, er pul oa a new one—er if he 
weatherboard or paint the out side—or if be hag 
a new door, or mend the hinges, latch, lock, or other 
fastening of the old one--er if he replace sound 
panes ia the stead of broken window glass—or if 





1 porter, 1 turnspit, 1 scullion, and 5 chamber ser-| he fasten tho old mantle-piece, or put upa new 
vants. {do not deem it proper to name a ‘keeper one—or if he mend the old floor, or !ay a new floor, 
of the President’s dogs’—aliheugh the ‘keeper of All these various improvemen's anda thousand 
the King’s dogs’ in Exgland is nv inconsiderable | others of similar character may be, legitimately, 
nobleman; and a recent London paper announces) called ‘repairs’ of the house. By ao act of Con- 
that ‘Lord Kinnaird, the new master of her majesty’s | grees, passed 34 March, 1837, $7,300 was appre- 
buckhounds, has just taken for four months Colonel | priated “for alterations and repairs of the Presi- 
Cavendisb’s mansionat St. Leonard’s, within about} deai’s HOUSE, and for superintendence ef the 


ten milesofWindsor,furthe purpose of being within the 
immediate neighborhood of the place of his oficial 
duties.’ Excellent servants can be hired in Wasiing- 
ton at from $8 to $10 per month—twenty five 
servanis would therefore at $10 per month require 
a disbursement of $3,000 Now, sir, notwithstand- 
ing my admission that twenty-five palace servants 
may be necessary for Mr. Van Buren, lL am unwil- 
ling te concede that a real Bank Wing could not go 
ahead very well with one-fifth of that number. I 
have supposed, sir, that the state dinners and palace 
servanis of Mr. Van Buren may together possibly 
demand an expenditure of $4,500, To that amount 
may be added about $2,500 for provisions of every 
kind, fuel, oil, candies, and corn forage, and we 
then have the gross sum of $7,000, which embraces 
every cent that Mr. Van Buren annually disburses 
from his private purse, excepting his expenses fos 
clothing and ornaments to decorate his person.— 
And if he is vain enough to spend his money in the 
purchase of rubies for his neck, diamond rings for 
his fingers, Brussels lace for his breast, filet g'oves for 
his hauds, and fabrique de broderies de bougran a 
Nancy handkerchiefs for his pocket—if he choose 
to lay out hundreds of dollars in supplying his toilet 
with ‘Double Extract of Queen Victoria,’ Eau de 


grounds around the same.” Now, sir, having ex- 
plained what I understand by ‘repairs’ of a HOUSE, 
and having referred the committee to the law, I wiil 
submit sundry bills for disbursements under that 
law: 

Bill of C. Alexander, Upholsterer, from the L1th 
of March, 1837, till 16th of May, 1837, $1,037 35 


Containing, among other charges, 
the fullowing: 


PRIVATE OFFICE, 


To scrape the rou andsise = $5-«OO 
22 pieces paper “2 00 
3t pieces border 7 60 
putting up 22 pieces paper 5 50 
putting up 3t pieces border 1 67 
72 yards scarlet damask 54 00 
25 yards of silk pd, 18 75 
50 yards of silk binding 12 50 

3 sets of cornices 36 00 
36 yards muslin 27 00 
25 yards cotton fringe 6 25 

3 pairs ef bands 6 00 
21 rings 10 50 
making three window cur- 

tains 34 00 











220 
= 








51 yards of Brussels car- 


pet 103 00 
15} yards border 31 50 
making 51 yards carpet- 

ing 12 87 


making 314 yards border 7 87 
GREEN ROOM. 


B60 PIECES OF SILVER 
PAPER 120 00 
4 pieces border 16 00 


2 pieces bottom border 4 00 
puttingup30 piecespaper 11 25 
utting up 6 pieces border 4 60 


yards green si!k 108 00 

33 yards of muslin 24 75 
16 yards cotton fringe 4 00 
making and putting up 2 

window curtains 30 00 
75 yards matting 23 433 
putting down 75 yards mat- 

ting 7 50 
3 pieces green worsted 

binding 2 25 


removing furniture of the 
Audience Room to Ma- 
jor Earl’s room, and the 
furniture from this room 
to the Audience Room 2 50 
Bill of C. Alexander, Upbolsterer, 
from May, 1837, till 10th August, 1837 
Containing, among other charges, 
the following: 
SQUARE ROOM. 
To taking down 2 window 
curtains $1 00 
washing and making again 7 00 
PRESIDENT’S OF FCE. 
taking down the window 
curtains and taking up 
the carpet and moving 
the furniture 4 00 
CIRCULAR ROOM. 
taking up the carpet and 
16 yards of linen and rope 6 00 
washing and repairing 32 
chair covers 22 00 
CIRCULAR ROOM—2d story. 
taking down 6 window 
curtains and taking up 
the carpet 4 50 
BLUE ROOM. 
taking down the curtains, 
taking up? carpete, and 
moving the furniture 4 00 
putting up 2 window cur- 
tains in the MAJOR’S 
ROOM aN 1 00 
tting up I window cur- 
vas ‘ Mr. M. VAN 
BUREN’S ROOM 50 
83 yards matting 31 12a 
putting down matting 8 30 
30 pieces ofsilver paper 120 00 


Ne 


$1,135 47 
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4 pieces of border 16 00 
2 pieces of bottom border 4 00 
hanging 30 pieces of pa- 

a ag 4 11 25 
putting up 6 pieces border 4 50 
43 yards of blue 131 25 
4 yards silk border 4 00 
33 yards muslin 27 75 
18 yards cotton fringe 4 50 
10 gilding rings 5 00 
making and putting up 

alae alien d 80 00 

By agreement fora carpet, 

2 pieces curtain com- 

plete, and preparing the 

President’s office 475 00 
Bill of Ed. Burke, Upholsterer, 22d 

August, 1837 $995 16% 

Viz. To making and laying 

carpets, and making 
bell pulls $404 58 
hanging paper 178 90 
materials for repairing 
old work 26 183 
- taking up old carpets, 
and taking down old 
curtains, and relaying 
and putting up same 51 00 
expenses, &c- 240 00 
divan frame, stuffing, and 
materials for stufiog 84 50 
$985 164 


Bill of Zachariah Nicholas 25th Au- 


gust, 1837, 

Cleaning, repairing, and) 
rel’g 7 chandeliers 

Cleaning and repairing 3 
pairof pier table French 
figures 

Cleaning and repairing la 
column astral lamps 

Cleaning and repairing 4 
pairs cornucopia brack- 
et branches 

Cleaning and repairing 1 
pair mantel branch lamp 

Cleaning and repairing | | 
pair candlesticks, 

Cash paid in Baltimore and 
Philadelphia for glass 
and expenses 

Taking down and putting up 

chandelier and other or- 
ments 

Paid for packing boxes and 
cotton 

Paid for 11 days’ hire of 
horse and cart, hauling 
ihe ornaments and expen- 
ses 

Cleaning 1 passage lamp 
and chain 





542 00 


50 00 
70 37% 


18 874 


29 75 
8 00 





$800 00 

















as 
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Cleasing and repairing a 


plateau 75 00 

Expenses,transportation,and 
putting up plateau 11 00 
g800 00 


“Jury 10 1837. 

“Received for repairs of chandeliers, &c. for the 
President's House, one hundred and fifty dollars. 
$150. Z. NICHOLAS.” 


I have just read five several bills, which exhibit 
an expenditure,uuder the act of Congress last men- 
tioned, for what are denominated the ‘repairs of 
President’s House’ during the first six months of 
Mr. Van Buren’s term,amounting altogether to the 
sum of $4,127 98. By these bills we are 
taught what is meant by the phrase, ‘repairs of 
the President’s House’ in the palace vocabulary.— 
It appears that ‘repairs of the President's House’ 
consist in buying scarlet damask and Brussels car- 
pet for the President’s office; scraping or scrub- 
bing, and making window curtains for the same; 
purchasing silver paper and green silk for Green 
room; and removing furniture from the Audience 
room to the Major’s room, and from this room to 
the Audience room; taking down window curtains, 
washing and making them, for the Square room; 
taking down window curtains and taking up car- 
pets,in the Circular and Blue rooms; putting up 
window curtains in the Major's room and Mr. M. 
Van Buren’s room; making aad laying down car- 
pets; making bell-pulls, purchasing divans, cleaning 
and repa‘ring chandeliers, pier tables with French 
figures, column astral lamps, cornucopia bracket 
branches, mantel branch lamps, candlesticks and 
plateaus. I think, sir,the farmers, mechanics and 
laborere will judge the foregoing items to bea 
very strange kind of ‘repairs of the Presideni’s 
House.’ ‘They will have no hesitation in pronoun 
cing that there is scarcely a single dollar included 
in the foregoing bills which canwith propriety be 
said to have been expended in ‘repairs of the Pre- 
sident’s House.’ I heard a gentleman remark, with 
most culting severity, while speaking on the sub- 
ject of ‘repairs of the President’s House,’ that ‘i 
was the duty of the Government who first built the 
house to keep it in repair, and shelter its occupant 
from the rains and winds of heaven.’ Don’t you 
believe, sir, that the President adopts a most admi- 
rable mode to ‘shelter’ himself from ‘the rain and 
winds of heaven’ by expending the appropriations 
made by Congress ‘for repairs of the President's 
House,’ in buying silver pr per, scarlet damask, and 
green silk; in fixing ‘bel!-pulls,’ cleaning or regild- 
ing plateaus and cornucopia bracket branches; ta- 
king down and putting up window curtains; laying 
down and taking up carpets, and in removeing the 
furniture from the Audience room to the Major's 
room, and from the latter co the Audience room ?— 
The honest truth about the whole matter is this, sir. 
Scarcely $500 have been expended during the last 
twelve years in making legitimate, real, permanent 
‘repairs of the President’s House,’ excepting on 
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one occasion for painting the entire building inside 
and outside, for which a special appropriation of 
$3,482 was voted by Congress. The Representa 

tivesof the People have been gulled— yes, sir, ac- 
tually gulled,with the idea that large annual appro- 
priations have been necessary for ‘repairs of the 
President’s House,’ that it might not‘fall to pieces 
and goto ruin, and when those appropriations 
have been made for ‘repairs of the President's 
Louse,’ they have invariably been expended in the 
manner I have indicated. 

But, sir, the phraseology of the act of Congress 
passed 3d March, 1837, as belore mentioned, em 
braces the word ‘alterations’ as well asthe word 
‘repairs.’ What do you understand by the term 
‘alterations?’ Ican tell you what that word signi- 
fies at the palace. If the broad walls of the East 
Room have been hung with ‘paper of the lemon 
color, with a rich clo h border, and if the lemon 
should be proscribed by the palace dandies as un- 
fashionable, the word ‘alterations’ would in this 
supposed case apply with remarkable clearness,and 
would enable the master of the house to substitute 
‘a rich, chaste and beautiful’ silver paper, with gol- 
den borders, for the unfasbionable ‘lemon color, 
with a rich cloth border.’ It sometimes happens 
that the ‘alterations’ suggested to the President are 
so various in their character that he is unable to de- 
cide on their respective merits. In difficulties of 
this sort he has been known to call in the aid of a 
prefessional artist,by whose plans and drawings the 
mind of the President may be aided in arriving at 
safe conclusions. Hence,amongst the official vou- 
chers before me, I was not surprised to find the fol- 
lowing: 

‘Dr. the United States to Robert Mills, Cr. 
1837, July, For drawing of plans, &c. of the Pre- 

sident’s House $20 00 

Received the above in full of Thos. L. Smith. 
ROBT. MILLS. 

The various suggestions, drawings, plans, &c. 
submitied to the President, finally resulted in the 
adoption and completion of some material ‘altera- 
tions’ in the palace; the specifications whereof have 
been duly detailed in several reports made by the 
Commissioner of Public Buildings to Congress. — 
The report of that officer, dated in December, 1837, 
states, on the subject of the President’s house, as 
follows: 

‘The arcaded screen dividing the corridor from 
the hall in thie building has been completed, as al- 
so the screen at the north entrance into the 
hall, both of which were so essential to the 
comfort of the house. ‘To add further to this, an 
air furnace has been constructed in the basement 
story, and cenduits formed from the same, so as to 
convey the heated air into the corrindors below and 
above, as also the great dining ‘room and other 
rooms,’ 

* T'was pitiful, twas wondrous pitiful,’ that none 
of the former Presidents—including Gen. Jackson 
—never discovered that an ‘arcaded screen,dividing 
the corridor from the hall,’ and a ‘screen at the 
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north entrance into the hall,’ were so essential to 
the comfort of the house. ‘ ’T'was strange, ’twas 
peesing strange,’ that an ‘air furnace hed not been 
constructed,’ with the people’s cash, at an earlier 
day, by the operation of which the occupant of the 
palace would have reduced his fuel bills. 

The President’s commissioner, by his report, da- 
ted in December, 1833, intorms us ef sundry oth- 
er important ‘alterations’ within the palace, con- 
structed during that year, amongst which is the 
following: 

‘In the basement story a reservoir has been con- 
etructed, which, by means of a double forcing 
pump, supplies the kitchen, pantry, BATHS, &c. 
with fine pure water.’ 

Ab!sir, I thought we should soon arrive at 
the Grecian Baths, for without them the luxu- 
ries of the palace would be incomplete, As early 
as the days of Homer, the delighis of a palace bath 
were highly appreciated. He writes that a bath 


was prepared for Ulysses, the son of Laertes, at |- 


the palace of Circe, and thatafter he had enjoyed 
the luxury of the bath, he was anointed wlth cost- 
ly and delightful perfumes, and attired in gay appa- 
tol I am nota little surprised that Mr. Van Bu- 
ren is the first President who made the discovery 
thatthe pleasures of the warm or tepid bath are the 
proper accompaniments of a palace life. For it 
eppears that our former Presidents were content 
with the application, when necessary, of the simple 
shower bath. Albeit one of them (Mr. Adams) 
indulged his aristocratic propensities, almost every 
morning, the weather being favorable, by aristo- 
cratically walking some 90 or 109 rods, ‘between 
day break and sun-rise,’ to the banks of the Poto- 
mac, and then and there aristocratically laving bis 
aristocratic body, afier the manner of the antedi- 
luvians, in the waters of the river. And, on some 
occasions, more aristocratieally still, swimming 
across the stream, about one mile and three quar 

ters wide. At the royal baths, in some of the pala- 
ces of Europe, servants are in attendance who, 
immediately after the princely bather leaves 
the laver, gently whip his back and limbs with wet 
birch rods, remove the hard skin from his feet with 
pumice stone, anoint his body with distillee Arabic, 
and present a little white wine, sugar, and citron, to 
invigorate him before he lapses into a sweet slum 

ber. 1 presume the luxury ofall these royal prac- 
tices will be duly appreciated at the Presidential 
palace. Thisluxury miglit doubtless be materially 
enhanced by causing such ‘alterations’ to be con- 
structed as would introduce to the President’s 
baths, by means of particular conduits and ‘double 
forcing pumps,’ a copious supply of sea water, 
after the manner of the magnificent bath establish- 
ment of the old Roman aristocracy. 


Withholding, on the present occasion, all further 
observations relative to the palace baths, let us 
now make an examination of the moneys expen- 
ded by the reformers for furniture. You will recol- 
lect, Mr. Chairman, that I presented to the commit- 
tee, in the early part of my remarks, a list of the 
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various eppropriations made by Congress stnce the 
retirement of John Q. Adams, ‘for alterations and 
repairs of the President’s House,’ planting trees, 
improving grounds ,ézc.&c. ‘These appropriations 
amounted, altogether, to the sum of do's 85,722 
58. I will now, sir, offer to the commitiece a siuni- 
lar list of appropriations, during the same period, 
for furniture for the President's House. 
Act of 3d March, 1829. For furnishing Presi- 
dent’s House, uader the direction of the President 
dols 14,000 00 
Act of 2d Mareh, 1831. For furniture and re- 
paire of furniture dols 5,000 00 
Act of March, 1833. Furnishing President's 
House, in addition to proceeds of such decayed fur- 
niture ashe may directto be sold dols 20,000 00 
Act of 30th June, 1834. ‘For COMPLETING 
the furniture of the President?’s House’ 46,000 00 
Act of 3d March, 1837. For furniture of the 
President’s House dols 20,000 00 
To ihese appropriations may be added the pro- 
ceeds, as before siated, made by the sale of decay- 
ed and unfashionable furniture, dols 5,680 40, and 
we have the gross sum of SEVENTY THOUSAND SIX 
HUNDRED AND EIGHTY DOLLARS AND FORTY CENTS, 
expended by the reformers for furniture for the 
President’s House. And this, too, sir, after the 
reformers had contended and insisted that the Pre- 
sident’s House had been furnished by John Q. Ad- 
amsina style of ‘regal magnificence.’ But let 
us look a little closer, at the matter. By the 14th 
clanse of the Ist section of the act of 30th June, 
1824, six thousand dollars were appropriated ‘for 
COMPLETING the furniture of the President's 
House.’ The furniture was therefore complete af- 
ter the expenditure of this dols 6,000. Now, Mr. 
Chairman, can you tell me how it came to pass 
that Mr. Van Buren expended dols 24,127 98 on 
the palace furniture during the summer and au- 
tumn of 1837? The last sum (dols 24,127 98) 
consists of dols 20 000 appropriated by the act of 
3d of March, 1837, and dols 4,127 98, the amount 
of the five bills already read, for what are denomi- 
nated, ‘repairs and alterations.’ Is it to be credi- 
ted that the reformers have destroyed, in the short 
space of throe years, furniture worth dole 24,127 
98? About dols 8,000 annually wasted; a larger 
sum by dols 2,000, than has been invested im the 
furniture of his princely mansion on the north side 
of Franklin square, and immedialy opposite the 
palace. If an expenditure of $6,000 is sufficient 
to provide appropriate and suitable furniture 
for the most elegint private mansion in the 
city of Washington. What will the plain, re- 
publican farmers in the country say to the expendi- 
ture of do}s 70,680 40 by the reformers in comple- 
ting the furniture of the President’s House, which 
was crowded with the richest furniture on the globe 
atthe time the reformers came into possession? 
The President’s House, from the time of its de- 
struction 1814,was not refiuished and occupied un 
til September, in 1817. It was then taken posses- 
sion of by Mr. Monroe. The furniture in the former 


























building had been destoyed with it, and the little 
that had been purchased afterwards, for the accem- 
moedation of President Madison, in the house which 
had been rented for him, (ihe eastern end of the 
Seven Buildings,) was only second-hand furniture, 
and of trifling value; there was not a carpet in 
the house, the floor having been covered with 
blue and green baize, which was entirely 
worn out; indeed, it is said, that there was not a 
single article of furniture used by Mr. Madison | 
suited to the new building. Mr. Monroe, however, 
had considerable furniture, of good quality, most of 
which he had procured abroad as American Minis- 
ter, aud the residue for his accomodation as Secre 
tary of State. This furniture, including a small 
service of plate, he pleced in the Presiden:’s 
House, at a valuation (9,071 224) fixed upon it by 
twe of the most respectable citizens of the District. 
About the same period, an order, limited in ammount 
to twelve thousand dollare, was transmitted by Mr. 
Monroe to the Messrs. Russell and La Farge at 
Havre, with instructions to procure some articles 
of furniture, ‘strong, massive, and durable,’ to be 
manufactured for the rooms for which they were re. 
spectively intended. These gentlemen, acting un- 
der the erronious impression that the house of the 
President was te be furnished in the style of a 
king’s palace, deviated greatly from the instruc- 
tions of Mr. Monroe, not only in the richness and 
splendor of the articles purchased, but actually ran 
up their bills to 82,085 85 francs, or dols 18,417 
17, being dols6,417 17 higher than the extent of 
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the order received. All this splendid French fur- 
niture was forthwith shipped tu America, and Con- 
grese subsequently granted the necessary approprt- 
ation tocover the deficit. Although Mr. Monroe 
was somewhat unfortunate in the selection of his 
agents, he was little to blame in the whole affair; 
for many of the articles deemed proper for the 
President’s House could not at that day have been 
procured inthe United States; and, besides, the 
statute which directs ‘that all furniture purchased 
for the President’s House shall be, as far as practi 
cable, of American or domestic manufactures’ was 
not enacted until May 22, 1826. ‘The furniture 
of the President’s Hlouse was further increased by 
the purchase of articles in Philadelphia and otherAt- 
lantic cilies, from time to time during the adminiatra- 
tion of Mr. Monroe, amounting to dols22,511 604. 
The entire sum, therefors, invested in furniture by 
him was dols 50,000, viz. 

Private furniture, appraised ~ + «= * 


Bought in France . - - « ° 


$9,071 23 
18,417 17 
22,511 60 





$50,000 00,, 
This sum was paid by three eaveral appropria- 
tion bills passed by Congress, to wit: 





March 2,1817,for ~~ - « $20,000 
April 20,1818, for - - - - - 20,000 
April 20, 1818, for deficiency - - - 10,000 
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taken from Mer. Crawford at the time he teft 
Wasdington, upon retiring from the head of the 
Treasury Department; all of which amounted to 
the sum of dels 20,000, and for which Congress 
had granted the necessary appropriations, viz. 

February 25, 1825, - ° ° ° : $14,000 

March 2, 1827, < - - - - - 6,000 

The entire cost, therefore, of the furniture of the 
President’s House on the day the reformers took 
possession was precisely dols70,000 But all the 
fine things that had been gathered into the palace 
by Monroe and Adams were not gran | enough for 
our reformers; they must be provided with huge 
bara-door size mantel and pier mirrors, in golden 
frames; magoificent cut-glass chandeliers, royal 
and imperial Wiltons, Italian gold slab pier tobles, 
golden stars, golden rays, Turkish divans, French 
comfortables, foreign cut wine coolers, barrel-shape 
flute decanters, with cone stoppers, and one hun- 
dred dollar artificial flowers. Our reformers would 
not be satisfied without the dulcet notes of the 
‘rosewood piano forte,’ (octaves;) nor could they 
enjoy their French cookery without the zest of a 
golden spoon. Oh! how they longed after the gen- 
uine democratic gol 1 and silver service of the Rus- 
stan Baron, ‘le General Baronde Tuyll.” Hence 
our reformers have expended seventy thousand six 
hundred and eighty dollare and forty cents to pur- 
chase all those locofec> baubles) The furniture, 
therefore, at the President's palace, cost the People 
the sum of $140,680 40. What, sir, will the plain 
farmers of the country say—what will our industn- 
ous and frugal mechanics say—what will the poor 
daily laborers say about the expenditure of dols140,- 
680 40 in providing furniture for one house? Is 
there a locofoco within this Hall of the People’s 
Representatives who will justify this extravagance? 
If there be, | denounce him as the tool of the Ex- 
ecutive. The plain, republican citizens of the 
United States will not excuse Martin Van Buren 
for paying for a bunch of artificial flowers to adorn 
his table a largersum than the yearly wages ofa 
poor hireling; ay, sit, more than the annual pen- 
sion granted by the nation to the brave and heroic 
soldier who endured the seven years’ toil of eur 
Revolutionary struggle. 

Immediately after the installation at New York 
in 1789 of Gen. Washington as President under the 
new Constitution, he took possession of the house 
in Pearl street, in which the President of the Old 
Congress had resided. After the removal of the 
seat of Government to Philadelphia, President 
Washington lived in a house in Market street, in 
that city, which had been leased by Robert Morris 
to the Government at an annual rent dols3,000. — 
The rents and all expenses of the President's es- 
tablishment were paid out of the Treasury, but 
Geo. Washington received no pay whatever for his 
services. On the contrary, he considered that he 
was in duty bound to relinquish to the People of 


~ $50,000 | the United States two hundred thousand dollars, 

To the rich stock bought by Mr. Monroe, there | the amount of his salary for eight years’ services 
was added during the adiinistration of John Q.| ®$ President, in consideration of the rents and other 
Adams other furniture, including 4 servioeof plate | ¢xpenditures incurred by the nation in maintaining 
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his establishment while in their service. How does | revolutionary struggle. With him ended the 


the conduct of George Washingion contrast on this | 


subject with Martin Van Buren? Washington and 
Van Buren! Bless my sov!, what a falling off — 
[Loud laughter.) Yes. What e fall was there,my 
countrymén! “Ihén you, aid I, and all of us fell 
down. . After looking back down the long line of 
illustrious worthies wlio have occupied the Presr- 
dential chair in this country, is it not enough to 
make the heart of a patriot bleed, and to cover his 
eheek with blushes to see in what that illustrious 
line ends! What hes Martina Van Buren ever done? 
Who can tell me? I can inform you,sir; he bas not 
only taken twenty-five thousand dollars in gold and 
silver for his annual salary, but he has compelled 
the People to pay for LEMMING HIS DISH. 
RAGS into the bargain. Why, sir, he knows no 
more of the ho .orable and high-minded feelings of 
a patriot than he does of the hardships of a soldier. 
I think I.can tell about all he knows on that sub- 
ject; and it is expressed in the nightly prayer of an 
Irishman.impressed as a marine: ‘God be thanked 
that 1 never killed any body, and that nobody ever 
killed me! God bless the world, and huzza for the 
navy ? [Loud laughter} 1 do not see why it is that 
euch a nation as this should ever have made so much 
of so small a patiern of a man, He never origina- 
ted any thing to benefit his country; he never 
fought to secure her glory; he has done noth- 
ing but plot to elevate himself; and yet here are 
we all throwo into turmoil about one little man, 
as if he was a hero ora statesinan—as if, in the 
hour of his country’s extremity, he had been the 
first to face her foes and present his body to their 
builets, and, when her danger was past, had retired 
like another Cincinnatus, to his plough, and had 

e yet more ia all the peaceful virtues of pri- 
vate life than he had before shone in the field. — 
Placed by the side of Jlarrison, what is he? and 
what has hedone? Let him read Gen. Harrison’s 
etter to Bolivar, when that pure-minded patriot 
pointed out to the great liberator the path of true 
glory and immortal fame, recommending him to 
take Washington for his model, and become, like 
him, the father of his country. This would have 
sent-him down to posterity witha shining brow.— 
My soul rejoices that we are at last going to have a 
President something like the Father of the Revolu- 
tion. Why did the American People advance Gen 
Washington to the Presidency? Because he had 
been the Father of bis Couniry, living and acting 
ouly for her. Why did they then choose the elder 
Adams? Because he had been the eloquent defen- 
dor of independence; because his living words had 
stirred the fire and blood in the hearts of his coun- 
trymen, and had inspired them te do and to die in the 
cause of freedom. Why did they make Jefferson 
their Chief Magistrate? Because he had been the 
eloquent writer of the Declaration of Independence. 
And why Madison? Because he had been the able, 
the profound expoander of the Constitution. — 
Why Monroe?. Because he was the last of that 
bend of worthies who hod shed their blood in our 





| Why Jackson? 





revolutionary race. Why had they then appoin- 
ted John Q. Adams? Beéause of his long diplo- 
matic experience, his known political wisdom — 
Let New Orleans answer. And 
why Martin Van Buren? Echo answers, whyf— 
It is true he put on Gen. Jackson's coat, and drew 
on Lis heavy military boots, and tried to straddle into 
his footsteps, and that is about all. 

Sir, | am unwilling to grant the appropriation of 
$3,665 in the bill under consideration ‘for altera- 
tions and repairs of the President’s house,’ because 
the money may be expended in the erection ofa 
throne within the ‘Biue Elliptical Saloon, and for 
the purchase of a crown, diadem, sceptre, and royal 
Jewels, with as little impropriety as former appropri- 
ations ‘fur alterations and repatrs of the President’s 
house’ have been expended; and because,after these 
regalia shall have been prepared, it will not be very 
incouvenient for President Van Buren to exchange 
his splendid Spanish cloak for a royal stole, and, 
having placed the crown upon his head, the diadem 
on his brow, and bedecked his person with the roy- 
al jewels, with the lackered sceptre in his hands, 
take his seat on that throne. And thus this demo- 
cratic President, alihough deprived of the title of 
royalty, will be invested, not only with its prerog- 
atives, but with its trappings also. 

If, sir, it is inexpedieat im these hard times to 
appropriate the money of the People for opening 
and improving harbors, for erecting light-houses, 
for constructing roads and canals, for improving 
the navigation of rivers, for completing the Cumber- 
land road, and for other objects of real utility, I think 
the times are too hard to app'y the cash of the Peo-’ 
ple, ‘for alterations and repairs’ of the President's 
palace. 1 believe that the individual who now 
occupies that mansion might suggest such ‘altera= 
tions and repairs’ as would not meet the views of 
the gentleman who will occupy the same house on 
the 4th of March next; and, as the building is in 
excellent condition—as it is as splendid ag the pa- 
lace of the Autocrat of all the Russias, and as richly 
adorned as the grandest orienta) mansion, I think 
the present occupant might be content with it, par 


ticularly as the furniture, since the accession of' 


General Jackson, has cost the People of the United 
States no less a sum than $70,680, and the palace 
grounds and gardens, during the same period, the 
additional sum of $88,722 58. This, one would 


think, might, at all events, be sufficient to satisfy a’ 


plain, frugal, economical, hard-handed democrat. 
But, whether he shall be satiefied or not, I hope the 
committee will not pase the bill in its present shape: 
for 1 dw not think the People want any more slippe- 
ry elms on the President’s grounds—ihey had rath- 
er sew a good row of buckeyes, ¥ 
Sir, i bave been controlled in the remarks which 
I have deemed it my duty to submit in relation to 
the President’s palace by the same motives and prin- 
ciples which governed the Jackson party, ef which 





I was ao ardent supporter, during the administration 
of John Q. Adams. ; | 
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